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The Connecticut Association of Flood Managers 
hosted its second annual conference on October 
31, 2015 at Water’s Edge Resort in Westbook. 
The conference was a full day event with a 
variety of informative sessions presented by well 
qualified speakers representing local, state and 
federal agencies, as well as private consulting 
firms.  Topics ranged from climate change and 
sea level rise to flood protection /flood 
mitigation as well as updates to the national 
Flood Insurance Program. By all accounts, 
the 2nd annual conference was a success with 
about100 attendees, and positive interaction 
between presenters, CAFM members, and other 
attendees.

The Opening Address was provided by Mr. 
David Vallee of NOAA who presented his 
insights on climate change in New England. The 
Keynote address was provided by Ms. Roselle 
Henn, Deputy, National Planning Center, 
Coastal & Storm Risk management of USACE 
who discussed the recent North Altantic Coast 
Comprehensive Study.
 
Finally, CAFM wishes to thank former 
Chairman Tom Gormley who received well 
deserved recognition for his efforts in 
establishing CAFM as an entity. Tom’s efforts 
were instrumental in founding CAFM and his 
contribution is truly appreciated.

David Vallee Roselle Henn

Tom Gormley
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Revised Elevation Certificate and 
Floodproofing Certificate

 Approved

The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) has 
approved a new Elevation Certificate (FEMA form 
086-0-33) and Floodproofing Certificate for 
Non-Residential Structures (FEMA form 086-0-34). 
The new expiration date of these forms is
 November 30, 2018.

ASFPM Insurance Committee Co-chairs, John Gerber 
and Bruce Bender have authored the following 
summary (abbreviated here) of the new Elevation 
Certificate changes: 

• Addition of Diagram 2B – Intended to address the 
situation where the bottom floor is below ground 
level (grade) on all sides. 

• The form is now on legal size paper
• It is currently only in Adobe (no Word version) 
• although Adobe Pro can be used
• Page numbering starts on the cover sheet –5 pages. 
• Added statement on Page 3: Copy all pages of this 

Elevation Certificate and all attachments for 
• (1) community official, (2) Insurance 
• agent/company, and 
• (3) building owner.
• Property information input in Section A now 
• auto-populates Section B3 and subsequent pages. 
• Section D, the certification page, was moved to the 

second page of the EC form
• In the “Comment” section, the following wording 

was added: “including type of equipment and 
• location. Per C2(e), if applicable”

There are a few other minor changes, however, if you 
see a major one that was missed, please alert the 
co-chairs at (InsuranceCorner@floods.org). Meanwhile, 
look for future updates in the Insurance Corner of The 
Insider if additional guidance is provided by FEMA. If 
you have any non-technical questions concerning the 
forms, please contact the NFIP Bureau and Statistical 
Agent’s Underwriting Department at 
underwriting@nfipiservice.com.

Quinnipiac River Watershed Flood Map 
Restudy Project

The Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) 
restudy of the Quinnipiac River watershed is nearing 
completion.   The initial scope of the project covered 
the entire Quinnipiac River watershed which included 
approximately 670 miles of watercourse within 38 
communities.  Due to the input that resulted from the 
Discovery meetings and federal budget limitations, the 
project’s scope was refined and included either detailed 
restudy in major areas of the Quinnipiac River 
watershed or re-delineation of floodplain boundaries 
based on improved topographic data that encompassed 
17 communities within the watershed.  The affected 
communities are:
• Hartford County – Bristol, New Britain, Plainville, 

and Southington;
•  New Haven County – Ansonia, Branford, 

Cheshire, Derby, East Haven, Hamden, Meriden, 
Milford, North Branford, North Haven, Orange, 
Wallingford, and Woodbridge.

FEMA will update the Flood Insurance Study (FIS) for 
Hartford and New Haven Counties along with sixty-six 
(66) flood insurance rate map (FIRM) panels in the 
watershed.  Communities were provided preliminary 
FIRMs in September 2015.  On February 11, 2016, the 
90-day appeal period was published in the Federal
 Register, with the appeal period ending on 
May 11, 2016.  It is expected that the Letter of Final
 Determination (LFD) will be published on or about 
June 6, 2016, with final effective FIRM and FIS on or 
about December 6, 2016.  Communities will also be 
notified by the CTDEEP regarding the requirements 
for updating their local floodplain ordinance or zoning 
regulations to incorporate the date of the revised FIRM 
and FIS.  Communities can be suspended from the 
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) for failure 
to adopt revised floodplain ordinances or regulations 
before the FIRM and FIS effective date.

For more information, please contact Karen 
Michaels, State RiskMAP Coordinator, at 

Karen.Michaels@ct.gov or (860) 424-3779, or 
Diane Ifkovic, State NFIP Coordinator, at 
diane.ifkovic@ct.gov or (860) 4234-3537.
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Nature Conservancy Update   

Since 2010, the Coastal Resilience Program and Tool 
has brought you valuable information such as current 
and historic storm surge (1938 Cat-3), downscaled 
sea level rise projections, building replacement costs 
for various events (HAZUS), and social vulnerability 
indices for all 24 coastal municipalities in 
Connecticut.  Recently, a “one-click map” feature 
was installed for the Salt Marsh Advancement Zone 
Assessments, which provides potential future salt 
marsh (green in color) and developed areas at higher 
risk (red in color) due to sea level rise. 

Log on to the Coastal Resilience tool 
(http://maps.coastalresilience.org/connecticut/) and 
simply scroll down within the white box and click on 
the “one-click map” for all 24 coastal municipalities 
(arranged east to west - Greenwich to Stonington).  
For the hard copies of the Salt Marsh Advancement 
Zone Assessment please click HERE, scroll down, 
and download the report for your municipality 
(provided courtesy of Adam Whelchel, The Nature
 Conservancy).

New CAFM Board Elected
The following is the newly elected CAFM Board of Directors for 2016 

 Chair: Emmeline Harrigan, AICP, CFM, Housing Development Fund
 Vice-Chair / Events Chair: Joe Canas, P.E., LEED AP, CFM, Tighe & Bond
 Secretary: Scott Bighinatti, CFM, Milone & MacBroom, Inc.
 Treasurer: David Murphy, PE, CFM, Associate, Milone & MacBroom
 At-Large: Michael Ott, PE, LS, CFM, Town Engineer, Madison
 At-Large: Scott Choquette, CFM, Dewberry, Inc.
 At-Large: Diane Ifkovic, Connecticut DEEP

LISS Climate Change Website
Check it out

The Long Island Sound Study has created a new 
website to help Long Island Sound residents learn 
about climate change issues both here and beyond. 
Climate Change in Long Island Sound: A Long 
Island Sound Resource Guide is available at 
www.lissclimatechange.net. The guide is divided 
into four sections:
 
• Primer on key concepts about climate change, 

including indicators of climate change in Long 
Island Sound.  

• Town and City Resources - a portal providing 
links to what communities are doing to adapt 
to climate change and reduce greenhouse  
emissions, including cases studies from five 
Long Island Sound communities. 

• Science and Monitoring - Examples of research 
and monitoring being conducted in Long 
Island Sound.

• Educators'  Toolbox - Resources for teaching 
about Earth's climate system and changing 
climate, including "Science Spotlights" 

The project was initiated by Long Island Sound 
Study's Sentinel Monitoring for Climate Change 
program, and includes representatives from the 
Connecticut and New York Sea Grant Programs, 
the Connecticut Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection, the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation, and 
NOAA's Northeast Fisheries Division, Milford 
Laboratory.   

To become a member or 
to join our distribution list, email 

contactcafm@gmail.com
with the subject line

“Sign me up”



Remeber to check our website at 
http://ctfloods.org 

for more information regarding 
upcoming events, floodplain 

management trainings, and more!

CAFM Event Schedule

CAFM has been selected to once again host 
the FEMA E273 Class for municipal
 floodplain managers.  This class is normally 
taught at the Emergency Management
 Institute in Maryland, but ASFPM has
 provided funding to bring instructors to 
Connecticut to provide the class locally.  The 
class will be held at the Connecticut Fire 
Academy in Windsor Locks, CT from March 
14-17, 2016. Approximately 33 students have 
signed up to attend. 

Chairperson Emmeline Harrigan will attend 
for part of the first day as a representative of 
CAFM and to provide a brief background of 
the CAFM organization.

The CAFM Event Committee is considering 
following potential events:

• The HURRIPLAN class will be held on May 
12 and 13 (Thursday and Friday) at Fort 
Trumbull in New London.

• The Reef Ball Tour (Stratford) will likely 
occur in July.   

• Two potential Twilight Series    
presentations have been proposed. The first 
was an “Essentials of the NFIP”, and the 
second was a class more aimed at   
consultants for working with local   
floodplain managers and the NFIP. 

• Twilight series events could include  
training on the State’s Floodplain   
Management Certification, as well as  
training on recent changes to the dam safety  
regulations.

• CAFM Third Annual Conference, October, 2016, 
Location TBD.
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