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Strategies to engage citizens, businesses and vulnerable populations
in achieving safe, sustainable, and prospering communities.  
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Strategies to engage citizens, businesses and vulnerable populations
in achieving safe, sustainable, and prospering communities.  

What are the best ways to engage plans & actions to 
address natural hazard and climate/weather risks?

Are there advantages if PoCDs & economic development 
plans are integrated w/ mitigation/adaptation plans?

Who can best take the lead: municipalities, businesses, 
non-profit organizations, innovative partnerships?  
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WHAT IS THE OBJECTIVE?  

D. Watson www.TheOARSlist.com
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DRR
Disaster Risk Reduction
Emergency Preparedness

CAP
Clean Air/Water
Climate Action Planning



WHAT IS THE OBJECTIVE?  

D. Watson www.TheOARSlist.com
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Business Recruitment
Jobs, Training

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
Sustainability
“future fairness”

DRR
Disaster Risk Reduction
Emergency Preparedness

CAP
Clean Air/Water
Climate Action Planning
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What’s in it for me & mine?
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What’s in it for our families & businesses?
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What’s in it for our whole community?
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What’s in it for our city, state,& region?
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HOW TO CONVENE THE CONVERSATION

FEMA NHMP updates  Table Top Drills (“weakest link”)
Study Groups                                                        Hackathons
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after Cameron Wake, et al. “Mapping and Legal Implications of Future Flooding due Changes in Climate…”
URL: http://www.neiwpcc.org/npsconferenceold/12-presentations/Wake_ImpactFutureFlooding.pdf

“FUTURE PROBABLE CONDITIONS”



City of Tulsa PPI: tulsapartners.org/tpi/wp-content/uploads/2014
RC 100 Report:    tulsapartners.org/.../11/100RC-Tulsa-Findings

Tulsa's PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN
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City of Tulsa PPI: tulsapartners.org/tpi/wp-content/uploads/2014
RC 100 Report:    tulsapartners.org/.../11/100RC-Tulsa-Findings

CSI Credits
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Tulsa's PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN



NOTABLE CONNECTICUT EXEMPLARS
Listening Sessions
Visioning Charrettes

Municipal plans (PoCD)
FEMA NHMP updates
Emergency Operations Plans

Science Advisories (CIRCA)
Resiliency Demonstrations 
Climate Action Planning

Conferences
Corporate Risk Management
Executive Education Programs

CIRCA programs
Sustainable CT
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Antioch University New England Center for Climate Preparedness and Community Resilience
Michael H. Simpson  www.communityresilience-center.org/resources 

How Does Climate Change Affect Our Community?
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SHARED VISION & ROAD MAP

Vermont’s Roadmap to Resilience – ISC (2013)  www.adaptationclearinghouse.org/resources/vermont-s
Resilient Communities Scorecard - VNRC (2013)  vnrc.org/.../community.../vermont-smart-growth-score-card 15



Listening Sessions
Visioning Charrettes
Orton Heart&Soul

Municipal plans (PoCD)
FEMA NHMP updates
Resiliency Scorecard (TAMU)

Science Advisories (CIRCA)
Resiliency Demonstrations 
Climaid (NYS)

NOTABLE NATIONAL EXEMPLARS

Science Projects
Executive Education Program
MD Small Business Climate Plans 

CIRCA programs
Sustainable CT
Sustainable Jersey Abt / KRESGE roadmap
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ORTON FOUNDATION
Community Heart & Soul Guide  

Orton Family Foundation (2015) Heart&Soul Guide by What Matters Most
www.orton.org/heart-soul

Community Heart&Soul begins with a partnership
between local government and residents in a
process….of engagement about  what matters 
most—emotionally—to residents.”

Lyman Orton

1 Lay the groundwork
2 Explore your community
3 Make decisions
4 Take Action

JUMP START
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Burke, Phil et al. Local Planning Networks and Neighborhood Vulnerability Indicators (2017) 
coastalresiliencecenter.unc.edu/crc-projects/phil-berke

Norfolk Virginia

RESILIENCE SCOREDCARD (TAMU)
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Supplement – Updated Climate Projections Report (2014); Also Responding to Climate Change
in New York State Full Technical Report (2011) www.nyserda.ny.gov/climaid

ClimAID (NYS)
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Supplement – Updated Climate Projections Report (2014) www.nyserda.ny.gov/climaid

ClimAID (NYS)
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Framework for Engaging Small- and Medium-Sized Business in Maryland
on Climate Resilience (2017) www.c2es.org/publications/framework-engaging.

BUSINESS FRAMEWORK (MD)
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SUSTAINABLE JERSEY

Sustainability Institute College of New Jersey (2017) Sustainable Jersey
www.sustainablejersey.com

Municipal resilience is the ability of a community to adapt and thrive in 
the face of extreme events and stresses. Municipal resilience is achieved 
by anticipating risk, planning to limit impacts, and implementing 
adaptation strategies that integrate all community systems – civic, 
environmental, social and economic – to support recovery and growth.
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Abt / Kresge (2016) Climate Adaptation: State of Practice in U.S. Communities
kresge.org/sites/default/files/library/climate-adaptation

Abt / KRESGE FOUNDATON
Climate Adaptation Practices 
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INTEGRATED PLANNING
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Think regionally, act regionally



MORE RESOURCES

Donald Watson   EarthRiseoo1@SB.global.net
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