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Tracks of our most recent major storms:
TS Irene and Superstorm Sandy



Evacuations ordered in many coastal towns 
for both storms



Coastal Storm Awareness Program (CSAP)
Key Findings 
We find that most Connecticut (CT) coastal residents are ill-prepared for the significant safety and economic threats 
posed by severe coastal storms. Highlights include: 
• Only 21% of coastal CT residents in Zone A say they would evacuate in the event of a Category 2 hurricane if they did 

NOT receive an official notice; about six in ten (58%) say they would evacuate if advised to by an official. 
• About one third (34%) of coastal CT residents believe it would be safer to stay at home during a Category 2 hurricane; 

slightly less (31%) believe it would be safer to evacuate, and a final third (35%) say it’s about 50/50. 
• Coastal CT residents generally underestimate storm impacts: about half (52%) say damage from past storms was more 

than they had expected, whereas 19% say past damage was less than they had expected. 
• Only about one third (31%) of coastal CT residents have evacuated at least once to avoid a storm in the past six years 

(since the beginning of 2009). 
• About 22% of coastal CT residents evacuated for Superstorm Sandy. In Zone A (closest to the shoreline), 27% of coastal 

CT residents evacuated, whereas 11% in Zone B did so. Of the Zone A evacuees, 82% left before the storm arrived or 
just as it was arriving. 

• Zone A residents, on average, tend to be older, Caucasian, have higher household incomes, higher educational 
attainment levels, and have made more storm preparations than Zone B residents. 

• 70% of coastal CT residents are either unsure or unaware that their home is in an evacuation zone (as defined by the 
Army Corps of Engineers). 

• Three quarters of coastal CT residents (74%) have never seen a local evacuation map. 

Marlon, J., Rosenthal, S., Feinberg, G., Pal, S. and Leiserowitz, A. (2015). Hurricane Perceptions of Coastal Connecticut Residents: October, 
2014. Yale University. New Haven, CT: Yale Project on Climate Change Communication. 



Connecticut residents were better prepared 
for Sandy but still not well prepared 



How can we reach these 3 categories and provide 
information that will encourage them to evacuate 
when asked to do so?



How can we engage these 3 categories of people in the importance of 
evacuation and build on/support efforts of Connecticut’s emergency 

managers?



http://s.uconn.edu/coastalstormpreparedness

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://s.uconn.edu/coastalstormpreparedness&data=02|01||f1f41a4f26024b90a45a08d62edeab59|17f1a87e2a254eaab9df9d439034b080|0|0|636747931212430371&sdata=I69RRY9kQ0tyPGqi79BNSan8A01mdvxoN4D19YfgS%2B4%3D&reserved=0


Questions or Comments?

http://s.uconn.edu/coastalstormpreparedness
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