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What is the Blue Plan?
• A marine spatial plan for Long Island Sound 

(mandated by Connecticut statute) that will help to 
plan for and ensure that new uses of the Sound are 
compatible with existing, traditional uses of the 
Sound and with the habitats and natural features that 
marine life needs to thrive.

• Vision:  A Long Island Sound where the different 
human uses and thriving marine life are compatible

• Goals:
1. Healthy Long Island Sound Ecosystem
2. Effective Decision-Making
3. Compatibility among Past, Current and Future Ocean Uses
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Marine Spatial Planning at International, National, Regional and 
State Levels, including MA and RI 

Using State and Regional 
Ocean Plans to inform the 

Blue Plan 
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What is the Blue Plan? 
“Blue Plan legislation (Public Act 15-66) establishes a process by which 
Connecticut will develop an inventory of Long Island Sound's natural 

resources and uses and, ultimately, a spatial plan to guide future use of the 
Sound's waters and submerged lands”

Protect Natural 
Resources 

Protect Traditional 
Human Uses 

Reduce Future 
Conflict
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Why do we need the Blue Plan?

Multiple uses and increasing demands pose potential conflicts with existing uses 
uses/resources
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Remember This?



Blue Plan Statute

•
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Planning Area

Policy Application
10 ft depth contour 

seaward in CT 
Waters
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Blue Plan Objectives and Timeline

Collect and Vet Data 
on Human 

Uses/Natural 
Resources

Build an Inventory of 
LIS Natural Resources 

and Human Uses

Develop Policy Based 
off of the Inventory

Combine Key 
Findings from 

Inventory and Policy 
Mechanisms to Form 

Blue Plan 

Communicate and Engage with Stakeholders/General Public
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Collect and Vet Data on Human Uses/Natural Resources
 Held 5 Ecological Webinars: 

 Marine Mammals  & Sea Turtles
 Birds
 Fish, Shellfish, Zooplankton
 Benthic Biological Habitat
 Benthic Physical Habitat

 Held 6 Human Use Webinars: 
 Recreational Boating
 Recreational Fishing/Waterfowl Hunting
 SCUBA
 Non Consumptive Recreation (beach going, sight 

seeing, etc.) 
 Energy & Telecommunications
 Marine Transportation/Infrastructure 

 In Person Meetings for Other Groups 
(Aquaculture, National Security, etc.) 
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Build an Inventory of LIS Natural Resources/Human Uses

Ecological

Chapter topics include 
plants, marine animals, 

and habitat 
characterization 

Human Use

Chapter topics include 
fish and shellfish 

activities, recreation 
and tourism, cultural 
values and education, 
marine transportation 

and infrastructure 
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Develop Policy Based off of the Inventory 

• Sound Wide Policies 
• Siting and Performance Standards based on Use/Ecological Resource
• Area Based Priority and Performance Standards (ex. Ecologically Significant Areas) 
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•
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Example: Rhode Island Ocean SAMP

Overlay of human uses and natural resources:

• Popular dive sites (red flags)*
• Sailboat race areas (pink lines)*
• Conservation areas (dark green)*
• Commercial fishing (dotted red)
• Renewable Energy Zone (light green)
• Ferry and other navigation (blue lines)

*Area of Particular Concern:
No offshore development permitted
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Example: Mass Ocean Plan

•
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Communicate and Engage with Stakeholders/General Public

• Public Meetings 
– Stakeholder Group 

Outreach

• Participatory Mapping 

• Social Media and 
Website Updates

• Factsheets 
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Send comments to
DEEP.BluePlanLIS@ct.gov

or 
Participate in Public Meetings and Hearings:

Next Public Meeting: October 30, 2018, DEEP Marine 
Headquarters, Old Lyme, 6:30 pm

Next Public Hearing: November 8, 2018, Stamford 
Government Center, 6:30 pm

“Final Draft” Due March 1, 2019
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Thanks!
Blue Plan Development Team

 Emily Hall, NOAA Coastal Fellow
 Brian Thompson, CT DEEP
 David Blatt, CT DEEP
 Mary-beth Hart, CT DEEP
 Kevin O’Brien, CT DEEP
 Sylvain DeGuise, CT Sea Grant
 Ian Yue, CT Sea Grant
 Nathan Frohling, TNC
 Christian Fox, TNC

David.Blatt@ct.gov
www.ct.gov/deep/lisblueplan
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