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What is the Blue Plan?

* A marine spatial plan for Long Island Sound
(mandated by Connecticut statute) that will help to
plan for and ensure that new uses of the Sound are
compatible with existing, traditional uses of the
Sound and with the habitats and natural features that
marine life needs to thrive.

Vision: A Long Island Sound where the different
human uses and thriving marine life are compatible

e Goals:
1. Healthy Long Island Sound Ecosystem
2. Effective Decision-Making
3. Compatibility among Past, Current and Future Ocean Uses
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Marine Spatial Planning at International, National, Regional and

State Levels, including MA and RI

2015 Massachusetts

Rhode Island Oce:
Special Area Man: gmetPr

ogeanSAMP

-~ VOLUME1

Using State and Regional
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What is the Blue Plan?

“Blue Plan legislation (Public Act 15-66) establishes a process by which
Connecticut will develop an
and, ultimately, a
Sound's waters and submerged lands”

Protect Natural Protect Traditional Reduce Future
Resources Human Uses Conflict




Why do we need the Blue Plan?

Multiple uses and increasing demands pose potential conflicts with existing uses

Project Overview
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Remember This?

of the Sound as a whole 4

proposals set the future course s




Blue Plan Statute
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Substitute House Bill No. 6839

Public Act No. 15-66

AN ACT CONCERNING A LONG ISLAND SOUND BLUE PLAN AND
RESOURCE AND USE INVENTORY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

Section 1. (NEW) (Effective July 1, 2015) (a) There is established a
Long Island Sound Resource and Use Inventory and Blue Plan
Advisory Committee that shall assist the Commissioner of Energy and
Environmental Protection with the drafting of the Long Island Sound
Resource and Use Inventory and the Long Island Sound Blue Plan,
described in subsection (b) of this section. Such advisory committee
shall consist of the following members: (1) The Commissioners of
Energy and Environmental Protection, Transportation, and
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Blue Plan Advisory Committee Organization

Advisory Committee




b b Nomwich

- 4
) o @© @
g Newtown (83) 73
L“ﬁj Danbu ry Hamden

@) o

9 Madison Old Saybrock

R
h, r

Milford
Bridgeport
Fairfield

Orient
Greenport

Norwalk

Stamtord

Policy Application Montauk

Sag Harbor

10 ft depth contour East Hariatdl
v seaward in CT
Waters n Bays
X L Commack @
(z58) e :
w (27) Shirley
4295 :
BUEENS sh .
Hempstead Py oo - cuh gay
— ':Irl =L
X, Fire |zland

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection



Blue Plan Objectives and Timeline

Combine Key
Findings from
Inventory and Policy
Mechanisms to Form
Blue Plan

Collect and Vet Data
on Human
Uses/Natural
Resources

Build an Inventory of
LIS Natural Resources
and Human Uses

Develop Policy Based
off of the Inventory

|

Communicate and Engage with Stakeholders/General Public
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Collect and Vet Data on Human Uses/Natural Resources

= Held 5 Ecological Webinars:
Marine Mammals & Sea Turtles P s S e . o A e

Tl L

Birds Ecological Characterization of Benthic
. . 7 Biological Habitat in Long Island Sound
Fish, Shellfish, Zooplankton & g
Welcome, and thank you for joining the webinar today! We will begin shortly.

Be nth IC B 10 I Oglca I H d bltat Please note: Upon joining the webinar, you are UNMUTED and are able to
address the entire group. However, to minimize audio disruptions, please

Benthic PhYSicaI Hab|tat mute your phone/comp micropk k you are not speaking.

Throughout the webinar, you will also be able to send messages to the
meeting moderator (lan Yue) or to all participants using the “Chat” feature.

Thank you again for your contribution to the Blue Plan process.
We look forward to hearing from you.

»  Held 6 Human Use Webinars:

Recreational Boating

CO NNECTICUT (&% .- = Hypoxia Frequency in LIS Bottom Waters — 1991-2012
Recreational Fishing/Waterfow! Hunting CUTH"T j CT OEEP Website
NEW 1 M Source: CT DEEP / Long Island Sound Study LIS Water

SCU BA 1 oy il Quality Manitoring Program
1 A P

Non Consumptive Recreation (beach going, sight
seeing, etc.)

Energy & Telecommunications

Marine Transportation/Infrastructure e

Percant of Hypowic Years
(1881-2012)
{3.0mgiL

" |n Person Meetings for Other Groups N . o - —

2030 [ o-80

(Aquaculture, National Security, etc.) e - e e a1
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Inventory
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Build an Inventory of LIS Natural Resources/Human Uses
e

Chapter Table of Contents

19.1 Key Data and Map ProdUCTS ...........oooiiiieiieieie e e e e e e 158
19.2 Assessment of Data QuUAalily.......cooooiiiiiii e 163
19.2.1 Sources of Data and Metadatar ....................ccccoveeiiiioeeiaiiieeeieeee e 163
19.2.2 Accuracy, Representativeness, and Relevance of Map Products .............cc..cc....... 164
19.2.3 Data Gaps and Availability of Data to Address Gaps..........cccccooeeeveiceiiicceeceenn. 165
19.3 REIEVAIICE ...ttt et e e e 2o a2 2o ne e e e sz e e me e e eeeeeenneeeenns 167
19.3.1 Relative Historical IMPOTTANCE. .................cc.cooeieeeeeiieeieae e 167
19.3.2 S0CI0-ECONOMIC COMIEXT ... et e ettt e ettt eea e 167
J9.3.3 ONEF NOTES ..ottt e ettt an 168
194 RETETEIICES ...ttt ettt ettt ee ettt ettt e 168
19.5 APPEIUAICES ...ttt e et e a2t e e et e e e e e e e e e neae e e i e ae e e e anneeeeennes 169
19.5.1 List of Maps Used to Inform the CRAPIEF ...............ccccoviiiieeieeieiiieieiiieaie e 169
19.5.2 Notes on Stakeholder ENga@ement .................ccc..oooiioiiieiiieeieieeeeeee e 170
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Develop Policy Based off of the Inventory
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Department of

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

G Select Language | ¥ Eﬂlﬁlﬂ]: About Us Programs & Services Publications Forms Contact Us
ENERGY ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY NATURAL RESOURCES OUTDOOR RECREATION PURA
Lnng Island Su-und Long Island Sound Blue Plan Policies

Coastal Access
Living on the Shore

Coastal Management Blue Plan Home

Coastal Non-Point Source
Pollution Control

Coastal Planning
The first draft of the policies proposed to be included in the Long Island Sound Blue Plan is available for review

Coastal Permitting
and comment.,

LIS Blue Plan

MNational Estuarine What the Blue Plan Policies Do and Don't Do
Research Reserve for

Long Island Sound The Blue Plan's policies and information will provide the basis for existing permit programs identified by statute

LIS Water Quality to achieve clearer and more certain protection of the economic, cultural, and ecological values of Long Island
Additional Links Sound, including existing traditional human uses and ecologically significant areas. As such, the Blue Plan will
serve as a guide to show what the applicable state and local permit decision-making processes will consider

L Island S d Mai . . . N .
ong sfand seund Ham and be based upon. This will provide new and better insight for stakeholders and applicants up-front.

Page

Main Menu The Blue Plan will not create new regulations; rather it will provide greater clarity and guidance for how

decisions will be made under specified existing regulatory programs.

Report an

ENVIRONMENTAL

Concern/Problem Depending on what an application proposes and where the activity would be located, there may be specific

actions and/or analyses that an applicant will need to perform that are defined in advance by Blue Plan

ATAIBTT gt policies. However, these actions and/or analyses would be the same as those that would normally be
’ CEffﬂdﬂfﬂfEV'-“"fS determined and required post-submission during the existing permitting process. With the Blue Plan, the need
for those actions or analyses will be made clearer up-front, so an applicant can more effectively and efficiently
prepare an application.

Laws and

2|

Regulations
M 8 Tn arhieve clearer and more certain protection of the economic, cultural, and ecclogical values of Long Island
d, the Blue Plan will establish new clarity on spatial locations where applications for new uses may have




Example: Rhode Island Ocean SAMP

Overlay of human uses and natural resources:

Popular dive sites (red flags)*
Sailboat race areas (pink lines)*
Conservation areas (dark green)*
Commercial fishing (dotted red)

Renewable Energy Zone (light green)
Ferry and other navigation (blue lines)

*Area of Particular Concern:
No offshore development permitted

Uses of the Waters ¢
Surrounding Block Island ¢
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Communicate and Engage with Stakeholders/General Public

. P u b I iC |VI ti n gs n Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protecti...

s Liked = Following « 2 Recommend

B Sta ke h O | d e r G ro u p A, Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental
Outreach —— PYeston{OEER)

We need your input! The Blue Plan (www.ct.gov/deep/LISBluePlan}, a new
initiative to guide future uses of Long nd Sound so that both traditional
uses and the Sound's resources and ecosystems are protected, is being

Connecticut developed by DEEP with the help of a number of partners. Comment on
Blue Plan Docurnents stop by an Advisory Committee meeting to see how
Department of ‘ ok

orJuar let us know your rhnughts. Mare info at
e o . Energy &
* Participatory Mapping e

F’rotectlon (DEEP)

Home Sy THE B
{ SOC|a| Med|a and S e LONG ISLAND SOUND
Posts —3 _
Website Updates e e e St

-

desp/lisbluspl
Other DEEP Pages www.ct gov/deep/lisblueplan

Photos

Videos

e Factsheets Gommunity

il Like () comment A> Share
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Send comments to

DEEP.BluePlanLIS@ct.gov

or
Participate in Public Meetings and Hearings:

Next Public Meeting: October 30, 2018, DEEP Marine
Headquarters, Old Lyme, 6:30 pm

Next Public Hearing: November 8, 2018, Stamford
Government Center, 6:30 pm

~Final Draft” Due March 1, 2019

"~ Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection




Thanks!

Blue Plan Development Team
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Emily Hall, NOAA Coastal Fellow
Brian Thompson, CT DEEP

David Blatt, CT DEEP

Mary-beth Hart, CT DEEP

Kevin O’Brien, CT DEEP

Sylvain DeGuise, CT Sea Grant
lan Yue, CT Sea Grant

Nathan Frohling, TNC

Christian Fox, TNC

David.Blatt@ct.gov
www.ct.gov/deep/lisblueplan
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