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LAND & WATER RESOURCES DIVISION

“The Land & Water Resources 
Division is committed to the 
protection, restoration and 

management of Connecticut’s 
tidal and non-tidal waters, 

wetlands, natural resources and 
the appropriate use of 

floodplains, aquifers, coastal 
areas and Long Island Sound.”



COASTAL PERMITTING
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Coastal Permitting Module

DEEP regulates all activities conducted in tidal wetlands and in 
tidal, coastal or navigable waters in Connecticut under the 
Structures, Dredging and Fill Act (Conn. Gen. Statutes (CGS) 
Sec. 22a-359 - 22a-363f, inclusive) and the Tidal Wetlands Act 
(CGS Sec. 22a-28 - 22a-35, inclusive). 

The major objectives of the coastal permitting program are to 
avoid or minimize navigational conflicts, encroachments into 
the state’s public trust area, and adverse impacts on coastal 
resources and uses, consistent with the Connecticut Coastal 
Management Act (CGS Sec. 22a-90 - 22a-112, inclusive). 

Coastal Permitting Module

DEEP regulates all activities conducted in tidal 
wetlands and in tidal, coastal or navigable waters in 
Connecticut under the Structures, Dredging and Fill 

Act (Conn. Gen. Statutes (CGS) Sec. 22a-359 - 22a-
363f, inclusive) and the Tidal Wetlands Act (CGS Sec. 
22a-28 - 22a-35, inclusive). 

The major objectives of the coastal permitting 
program are to avoid or minimize navigational 
conflicts, encroachments into the state’s public trust 
area, and adverse impacts on coastal resources and 
uses, consistent with the Connecticut Coastal 
Management Act (CGS Sec. 22a-90 - 22a-112, 
inclusive). 



COASTAL JURISDICTION LINE

10/31/2023Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection

A series of elevations computed for each regulated 

Town using the highest predicted tides. 



COASTAL PERMITTING

Tidal Wetlands Jurisdiction:

Border on or lie beneath tidal waters

Banks, bogs, salt marshes, swamps, meadows, 
etc…

Now or formerly connected to tidal waters

Ground surface at or below one foot above the 
extreme high tide (1 Year Frequency Tidal Flood 
on USACOE Flood Profiles Sept. 1988) 
http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/Portals/74/doc
s/regulatory/Forms/TidalFloodProfiles.pdf

Capable of growing plants listed in statute
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Photo by Paul Fusco



LWRD ENFORCEMENT

Protect and restore our inland and coastal 
water resources through enforcing CT’s 
Structures, Dredging, and Fill, Tidal 
Wetlands, and 401 Water Quality 
Certification.

Offer technical assistance to applicants 

and consultants to help achieve proper 

compliance.

Help identify, prevent, and resolve 
floodplain management issues through the 
National Flood Insurance Program—
Community Assistance Program—State 
Support Service Element (NFIP-CAP-SSSE).

Assist with Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) requests, data management, and 
offer assistance through our DuJour 
program. 
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COMPLIANCE 
ASSISTANCE

Creating informative graphics (infographics) 
targeting common violation areas and 
audiences, e.g.:
• Unpermitted structures
• Unauthorized work
• Beach Associations
• New homeowners – “grandfathered in”

Process – Identify problems and solutions, compile 
relevant information, condense to meaningful concise 
advice, add visual graphics for easier digestion

Success:  “Coastal Property Owner’s Guide”

• Poster and Brochure, Beach Association Guide
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Coastal Property Owner’s Guide - Poster

Distributed to coastal realtors and municipalities.

Same information as guide but as a 13” x 19” infographic. 



EXAMPLE OF VIOLATION:
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Before: After:
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Common Violations:

- Unauthorized 

structures

- Beach nourishment 

and grading

- Blocking of public 

access

- Filling in wetlands



Q U E S T I O N S

QUESTIONS?


