
A Practical Guide to FEMA 

Elevation Certificates



A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO ELEVATION CERTIFICATES

Gregory H. Pidluski, P.E.L.S., C.F.M.

Licensed since 1981, CFM since 2016

Private Sector through 2013, Public Sector since 2013



• Disclaimers:

1) Although this presentation is based upon FEMA Documents, it is not “FEMA Approved”. It is intended to be a 

practical guide to assist in the completion of Elevation Certificates, as well as understanding the criteria used by 

Government Officials when reviewing EC’s. You are reminded to visit FEMA.gov to make a final determination 

related to elements of the Elevation Certificate (“EC”).

2) Always use the most current Elevation Certificate (Available, with Instructions, at TBD.com) You can also search 

Elevation Certificate at the FEMA.gov website.

3) Always use the most current flood mapping, available at http://msc.fema.gov/portal .

4) Certain Private Websites will be referenced in this presentation. These are provided for informational purposes 

only. They are cited as locations of resources which may be helpful in the completion of Elevation Certificates. 

Additional resources may be available. There is no intent to endorse any non-governmental entity.

• General Instructions

1. When completing the EC, please provide all responses IN CAPITAL LETTERS.

2. Do not leave any blank spaces (Use NA as applicable).

3. It is requested that you provide a copy of an applicable FIRMette with the EC. This will assist in verifying the 

information contained in section B.

4. When an EC is incomplete or incorrect it becomes necessary for City Staff to prepare a “Memo of Review For 

Correctness and Completion”. This places an undue and unnecessary burden on City Staff. For that reason we 

request that you review your EC’s for Correctness and Completion prior to submission.





• A1: Building Owner’s Name (Required). Enter name as appropriate. May be Current Owner, Prospective 

Owner. Builder/Contractor, Attorney, Agent, other. But a Name must be provided.

• A2: Building Street Address (Required). Identify Address as indicated by the Milford Tax Assessor.

• A3: Property Description (Optional when A2 is provided). (May be left blank) When utilized (preferred), 

use the format:

• Tax Assessor’s Map #___ Block___ Parcel___

• A4: Building Use (Required): Self Explanatory







• A5: Latitude/Longitude (Required). May be decimal Degrees or DMS. (Address method of 

determination in Comments, if established by Licensed Surveyor.)

• Suggested Formats:N DD°MM’SS.S” W DD°MM’SS.S”

• DD-MM-SS.SS - DD-MM-SS.SS

• N DD.dddd° W DD.dddd°

• DD.dddd° - DD.dddd°

• A6: Attach at least 2 Photographs (required), 4 preferred: Provide sufficient photographs, with sufficient 

detail, to clearly indicate Diagram Number.



A7: Building Diagram Number (Required). Carefully review the Building Diagrams included in the Instructions. 

• Be sure to carefully review the Diagrams to determine which one most closely matches the subject building.

• Walk through Building Diagrams as indicated on FEMA’s “CRS EC Checklist”.

• NOTE: Diagram 9 is generally NOT ALLOWED for New Construction. See FEMA Technical Bulletins 1 and 11.

• Not all buildings fit conveniently into the available diagrams. In such cases, select the closest diagram and elaborate in the Comments.

A8a: Square footage of crawlspace or enclosure (Required): Enter 0 (or NA) where there is no crawlspace, enclosure, or garage. 
Otherwise, this is the Gross Area (outside wall dimensions).

• Note that in the event of separate enclosed areas, such as a crawlspace separated from a garage by a foundation wall, each enclosed 

area must be addressed. They may be treated independently, or they may be combined, if there are sufficient openings provided
between the enclosures.

A8b: Is there at least one permanent flood opening on 2 sides of the enclosed area (Y/N). Self explanatory

•

A8c: Number of permanent flood openings… (Required): If none indicate 0. No credit may be taken for any openings whose lowest 
portion is more than 12” above grade. (Highest grade inside or outside prevails.)

A8d: Total net area of non-engineered flood openings in A8c (Required). Net open area, in square inches. In the case of openings
(typically ventilation openings) with covers, sliders, flaps, etc. must be permanently removed or disabled to receive credit.

A8e: Total rated area of engineered flood openings in A8c (Required). Rated area, in square feet. ICC Certificate required/attach. It is 
recommended that a photo of the manufacturer’s plate, indicating rated area be provided.

A8f: Sum of A8d and A8e in square feet.



A9: For a Building with an attached Garage. NOTE: An attached garage, as defined by the EC, is a garage, structurally 

connected to the parent building, over which there are no livable areas.

• If there is not an ATTACHED GARAGE (as defined by FEMA) enter “0” or N/A in all fields.

A9a: Square footage of crawlspace or enclosure (Required): Enter 0 (or NA) where there is no crawlspace, 

enclosure, or garage. Otherwise, this is the Gross Area (outside wall dimensions).

• Note that in the event of separate enclosed areas, such as a crawlspace separated from a garage by a 

foundation wall, each enclosed area must be addressed. They may be treated independently, or they may be combined, 

if there are sufficient openings provided between the enclosures.

A9b: Is there at least one permanent flood opening on 2 sides of the enclosed area (Y/N). Self explanatory

A9c: Number of permanent flood openings… (Required): If none indicate 0. No credit may be taken for any 

openings whose lowest portion is more than 12” above grade. (Highest grade inside or outside prevails.)

A9d: Total net area of non-engineered flood openings in A8c (Required). Net open area, in square inches. In the case of 

openings (typically ventilation openings) with covers, sliders, flaps, etc. must be permanently removed or disabled to receive 

credit.

A9e: Total rated area of engineered flood openings in A8c (Required). Rated area, in square feet. ICC Certificate 

required/attach. It is recommended that a photo of the manufacturer’s plate, indicating rated area be provided.

A9f: Sum of A8d and A8e in square feet.







• B1: NFIP Community Name & Community Number:

• For all work in the City of Milford, the Community Name is “MILFORD, CITY OF” and the Community Number is “090082”.

• B2 County Name:

• For all work in the City of Milford, the County Name is NEW HAVEN.

• B3 State:

• For all work in the City of Milford, the State is CT

• B4: Map/Panel Number:

• The Map/Panel Number is the 10 character number as the Map Number on the FIRM

• Current Maps for Milford include: 09009C0414

• 09009C0418

• 09009C0419

• 09009C0526

• 09009C0527

• 09009C0528

• 09009C0529

• 09009C0531

• 09009C0532

• 09009C0533

• 09009C0534

• 09009C0536

• 09009C0537

• 09009C0551

• All EC’s in Milford should identify one (or more, as applicable) of the above map Numbers.



•

• B5: Suffix:

• The Letter appended to the Map/Panel Number.

• B6: FIRM Index Date

• The current FIRM Index Date is 10/16/2013

• B7: FIRM Panel Effective/Revised Date

• As indicated on current FIRM

• B8: Flood Zone(s)

• Must include Flood Zone(s) for Structure (Optional, include other Flood Zones on Property, elaborate in Comments Section.)

• B9: Base Flood Elevations:

• As indicated on FIRM.

• B10: Indicate Source of BFE

• FIRM is usually sufficient.

• FIS Profile is more precise and may result in an elevation slightly lower than the FIRM.

• B11: Indicate Elevation Datum

• Current FIRMs are in NAVD 1988

• B12: Is the Building located in a CBRS or OPA?

• Select Yes or No, as applicable.

• B13 Is the building located seaward of the Limit of Moderate Wave Action (LiMWA)? (Y/N)

• NOTE: This is important. For buildings in an A Zone, seaward of the LiMWA, the standards are similar to those for a V Zone.





• Building elevations are based upon:

• While the City will accept ECs for Construction Drawings or Building Under Construction, only 

Finished Construction is required.

• C2: Elevations; Bench Mark Used, Vertical Datum:

• Identify bench Mark Used.

• As the FIRMs are in NAVD 1988, all elevations must be in NAVD 1988. If utilizing a Benchmark in a 

different datum, include conversion information under comments.

• Note FEMA recognizes the NGS/NOAA (www.ngs.noaa.gov) websites CORS (Continuously 

Operating Reference Station) Network as an accepted Benchmark.

• Some private GPS Network providers utilize data from the CDOT ACORN Network. Verify with your 

provider before utilizing GPS data to establish Bench Marks.

• In all cases (C2a-h), be sure to check “feet”.



• C2a: Top of Bottom Floor:

• See Building Diagram

• C2b: Top of Next Higher Floor:

• See Building Diagram. In the case of a single level building, enter N/A.

• C2c: Top of Lowest Horizontal Structural Member (V Zones only):

• See Building Diagram. In other than V Zone, enter N/A.

• C2d: Attached Garage (top of slab):

• See Building Diagram. Review Diagrams. If there is habitable space above a Garage it is not considered an Attached Garage. If

there is no Attached Garage, enter N/A.

• C2e: Lowest Elevation of machinery or equipment:

• Includes, furnace, water heater, air conditioning, electric meter, etc.

• C2g: Highest Adjacent Grade (HAG):

• See Building Diagram.

• C2h: Lowest Adjacent Grade at Lowest Elevation of Deck or Stairs, including Structural Support:

• See Building Diagram. If none, enter NA.





• Were Lat. & Long. Provided by a licensed land Surveyor?

• Check Y or N as appropriate. You may wish to add info in Comments.

• 2) Certifier’s Name:

• As Applicable

• 3) License Number:

• As Applicable (P.E., L.S.)

• 4) Title:

• As Applicable

• 5) Company Name:

• As Applicable

• 6) Address

• As Applicable

• 7) City:

• As Applicable



• 8) State:

• As Applicable

• 9) Zip Code

• As Applicable

• 10) Signature:

• Be Sure to Sign the EC.

• 11) Date:

• Be Sure to Sign the EC (typically the date of the field survey).

• 12) Telephone:

• As Applicable

• 13) Box for Stamp/Seal

• Be sure to Stamp or Seal the EC. (If using an embossed seal, please shade the seal with pencil so that photocopies will 

clearly show that the original was sealed.)

• 14) Comments:

• Add any comments necessary to clarify the information provided.





• SECTIONS E & F do not apply to ECs prepared by Land Surveyors





• SECTION G does not apply to ECs prepared by Land Surveyors





• SECTIONS H & I do not apply to ECs prepared by Land Surveyors





• Building Photographs

• A minimum of 2 (4 or more when possible). All sides are to be shown.

• Also, provide photograph of Engineered Opening(s), if applicable























• If you have trouble downloading the Elevation 
Certificate, please follow the tip provided by the 
Association of State Floodplain Managers (ASFPM). If you get a 
"Please Wait" error when trying to download the new Elevation 
Certificate form it is due to an incompatibility issue with the 
alternative PDF viewer used by certain browsers. To get around 
this, right click on the Download File link and select "save link 
as". Save it to your PC. Once it is on your PC, you should be able 
to open the file.














































